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By ExtremeTech employees on January 31, 2002 at 11:38 am This site can earn affiliate commissions from links to this page. Terms. Microsoft has hosted this site for developers of smart cards that work with Windows. This includes downloading the SDK, information about driver signing and logo programs, and relevant specifications. The opinions expressed by the co-authors of the entrepreneurs are their
own. Your business card is one of the most valuable network tools you have to search for larger referrals. Can you imagine the reality when 20 to 30 people in their word-of-mouth marketing circles make their cards and put them ready to hand out the prospects they actually have right to you? I really can, and I am excited every time I hear someone say: Let me give you my friend's business card; Oh, and
by the way, can I give it (or her) to give you a call? A business card is the most powerful one business tool dollar dollar-can invest. It's compact, energy-efficient, inexpensive, low-tech, and constantly works for you for hours, weeks and even years after he leaves his hands! Some of the things your business card does are as follows: Tell people your name and company name Provide perspectives with a
way to contact you Give others a taste of your work, style and personality It can be so unusual or attractive or strange or charming or funny that it takes memory as a great radio or television ad It can be reused as it goes from person to person , giving the same message to every person who comes into contact with him Two main features of your card are to gain business from the person you give it to and
get your name to other people the first person comes into contact with during referrals. With this in mind, let's look at the most effective ways to use your business cards. (To take a full look at how to make an effective business card, read This on the cards ). Make your cards available in every situation in short, do not leave the house without them! It's a great idea to keep a small box of your cards in your
glove box, just in case you find yourself in a situation where you need more than you did in your pocket or purse. Also, in my jacket pocket, I tuck them away in my briefcase, wallet and computer bag, just to make sure I never run out. Keep an eye on your offer. Time to rearrange is before you are threatened by running away. In addition to making sure you have your cards, make sure your network partners
always have their cards. Talk to them regularly whether they need more, and be prepared to give them any amount they say they need to encourage you. Search situations for Exchange business cards There are many options available by which you can transfer your card to potential customers and customers, as well as redirection you want to create. Some are obvious; others are not. When you have a
one-to-one meeting with someone new or someone you haven't seen for a while, give it to the business card. At mixers and social events, make sure you have lots of cards when you go. This is a good place to expand your network reach. Convention and trade exhibitions are another great place to exchange business cards. Trade show vendors want you to pick up your card- don't do that one way on the
street. Make sure you give them your card as well. When you visit non-competing businesses that can attract the same people you would like to have as customers, ask if you can leave the card supply that will be transferred or submitted. In most cases, a business that has added to your own business is always looking for a network partner. An example would be a sports dietitian who left a pile of cards in a
martial arts studio. Be creative and consider even bringing your cardholder to leave. International meetings and events can provide an opportunity to present your business cards. Consider having your card printed in two-sided, in English on one side and in the host country of the event on the other. Contacts remotely When communicating with someone in writing, send a card if it is suitable for the occasion.
Add multiple cards to each outbound sales material batch. Along with your gratitude note to the entrepreneur, whose appeal brought you a big contract, included a business card to replace the one she gave away, plus a few more. After any phone call that discussed your business, follow a letter that sets out the main points of your discussion and contains one or more of your cards. E-mail is a great way to
follow, but the email will actually allow you to include your business cards. Special tricks of marketing Giving your card, handwriting something on one copy, such as your mobile phone number, secondary email address, etc. This will make that particular card more likely to be kept on. Make sure you give a few clean cards to that person as well and ask your new friend to pass one to a potential customer.
After you get someone's card and have finished your time with it, write down on the back of the card so that you can release your memory about something special that will help you remember it. Do not do it in front of her, or you risk making the impression that you are forgotten. If you need to save information immediately during discussions, such as phone numbers or other data that is not on the card, use
one of your cards. You don't want her to think that you're looking at your card like a scrap paper on which to write notes. In the restaurant, leave a card with advice and write a personal thank you note on the back or pay a highway toll for you and leave the card to the driver! The main thing when handing out your card, keep in mind how effective the remedy can be. Make the most of the their potential. And
never, ever, be caught without it. And if you need a referral to a large designer and printer, contact me-I have only a card for you! A smart credit card is an innovative application that covers all aspects of cryptography (secret codes), not just the authentication we described in the last column. The smart card has a microprocessor built into the card itself. Cryptography is very important for the operation of
these cards in several ways: The User must confirm his/her identity on the card every time the transaction is performed, almost in the same way as the PIN code used with the ATM. The card and card reader run a sequence of encrypted signs/signatures to check that each of them is dealing with a legitimate colleague. Once this is established, the operation itself is performed in an encrypted form that no
one, including the cardholder or merchant whose card reader is involved, does not secretly be heard on the exchange and later impersonate any party to cheat the system. This protocol is done in such a way that it is invisible to the user, except for the need to enter a PIN to start the transaction. Smart cards first saw joint use in France in 1984. Now they are hot goods that should replace the simple plastic
cards that many of us use now. Visa and MasterCard are a leader in the United States with their smart card technologies. Chips on these cards can perform different types of operations. For example, you can buy from a credit account, debit account, or from a saved account value that can be reloaded. Enhanced smart card memory and processing capacity are many times higher than traditional magnetic
stripe cards and several different applications can fit on one card. It may also have identification information, monitor your participation in a sibling program, or provide access to your office. This means that your wallet no longer needs to mix through cards to find the right one - the smart card will be the only one you need! Experts say that internationally recognised smart cards will become increasingly
available over the next few years. Many parts of the world already use them, but their availability is limited. The smart card will eventually be available to anyone who wants it, but now it is available mainly to those who participate in special programs. For more information about one specific smart card type, check how Blink technology works. Do you have a network in your small office or home? If so, you
probably found setup easily, but now you can use some help in managing and troubleshooting the network, as well as get the most out of it. We're here to help. We've rounded up ten great network downloads - many of which are completely free - that will allow you to manage your network efficiently, wireless network problems, get remote access to the network and more. (If you're ready to grab some of
these apps, check out our network download kit.) Looking at the your network as an IT professional, even if you don't have experience? These downloads let you troubleshoot and repair network connections, get all technical information about each network device, measure network bandwidth, and even get remote network access when you're on the go. Advanced IP ScannerIf you want a quick, non-vanity
way to view all your network devices, along with your IP addresses and other information, to give this small, free, easy to use utility a try. It performs a lightning-fast scan of all IP addresses on your network or all the devices in the IP range you specify. After scanning, it tells you which devices are at what address and whether each device is currently running or not. It also includes the status of each device,
your computer name, NetBIOS information, ping information, and the MAC address. There are also some other nice tools, such as the ability to turn off computers remotely. And the Wake-on-LAN feature can wake up computers that have network adapters that support capability. Download Advanced IP Scanner | Price: Free bandwidth monitor 2With this exceptionally easy to use free program, you can find
out how much bandwidth is used by any computer on your network. Install it on any computer and it displays a chart that describes in detail the use of bandwidth in real time, which includes download bandwidth, upload bandwidth, and the total amount used. It also stores your bandwidth usage logs, so you can have a historical record. Software customization is also simple; for example, you can change its
skin or change the time taken to measure permeability. Note that setting up software can be confusing because you'll need to choose from a long list of network adapters that might be on your system. It's best to click the AutoSelect button; then the software will select the correct adapter. Download Bandwidth Monitor 2 | Price: Free Network Magic ProNetwork Magic is almost the best all-in-one tool you can
find to manage a small network. Want to repair broken network connections, set up wireless encryption, share printers and folders on all computers, or get a report on the security of each computer on the network? He will do all this, and much more. Perhaps the most useful part of the program is its network map, which is superior to the one that flies with Vista. It graphically shows each device on the
network (including printers and routers), indicates whether any of them have problems (such as a lack of antivirus software), and provides detailed information about each device. You will be able to see the device name, hardware and software configuration, IP information, what security software it uses, and so on. The Software Status Center immediately displays the current network status and all
problems. You can even see the history of using the bandwidth on each device, as well as warnings about potential intruders. Among other features you will find an internet speed tester, a tester, troubleshooter to troubleshoot network connection problems. Parents will also evaluate the ability to control internet access on each computer. Network Magic can even send you daily e-mail reports about
activities occurring on network computers - which programs each computer runs, which website it visits, how much bandwidth it uses, and where it is online. At $50, Network Magic Pro is not cheap, but it's worth the money if you need comprehensive help with your network. If you're looking for something lower, you might want to consider the $30 Network Magic Essentials, which supports fewer computers
and lacks network-connected storage support and Internet access controllers. In addition, if you have a Linksys router, even if you do not pay for any version of Network Magic, you can use Network Magic Basic, which includes a network scheme, some security features, and other useful tools. Download Network Magic Pro | Price: $50; free 7-day trialPaglo CrawlerThis nifty free network tool, faithful to its
name, scans through your network, identifies each device and gives you detailed information about each of them. It is not suitable for network newcomers, because it is a little confusing to decipher; but if you know your way around the network, you will appreciate the level of detail it offers. For example, on each device, you'll be able to view the NetBIOS name, DNS information, network subnet, and even
detailed information about port numbers. Note that for information about your network, you'll need to set up a free Paglo account after you run the software, then sign in to your account to view your network information on the web. The company also offers a paid subscription that gives you access to more information than a free account provides. Download Paglo Crawler | Price: FreeSpiceworks If you have
a small business network and few or no IT staff, this network inventory and management tool may be exactly what you need. Free and browser-based Spiceworks not only provides detailed information about all your network devices, but is also an IT management tool that lets you create and track helpdesk tickets to fix any network problems people may have. It has a surprisingly complete set of features
for free software. In addition to performing your network inventory, it provides detailed information about each device, such as the location available, the total disk space, and what the antivirus software is; it even reports server connection errors and provides a description of the software installed on each device. Since it's much harder to use than Cisco's Network Magic, it's really not suitable for home
users. And on my network Spiceworks could not properly identify and name all devices. However, you can not argue with freebies, and the program has a number of useful Note: Although the app is free, it displays ads in the interface. To remove ads, you'll need to pay $20 a month. Download Spiceworks | Price: Free Free VPN If you ever needed to get access to your small office network or home network
when you're away from it- perhaps when you're in a Wi-Fi hotspot or when you're traveling for business? If so, you'll want to try a WallCooler VPN that promises to establish a secure connection to your network and makes it easy. If you've ever used virtual private network (VPN) software, you know it's not always easy to work with. However, WallCooler VPN is surprisingly simple. First, run the software on
your network computer; then, when you're on the go and next to your Internet connection, run the software on the computer you want to use. You can then connect to your network computer with a single click. The software discreetly takes care of the problem of dynamically changing IP addresses, which often complicates the establishment of remote connections. When you sign in, you can remotely control
your computer on a network, just as if it were on its keyboard, and gain access to network resources, including shared files. The private edition of WallCooler costs $5 per month. To get access to remote printing and other features, you'll need to pay $16 per month for a Business Edition.To remote computer control, you'll first need to configure Windows remote desktop connection on each computer using
software; WallCooler VPN uses this to communicate. Also, if you're having problems, you may need to perform a certain router configuration, but you shouldn't do it most of the time. Download WallCooler VPN | Price: $5 per month (Personal), $16 per month (Business); free 14-day trialNext: Network-Security and Wireless-Networking Downloads Page 2 Number one fear for most network managers is a
security breach. If you want to do everything you can to make sure your network is safe from intruders, submit these downloads to try.NetBrute ScannerShared folders and open ports are among the biggest network vulnerabilities, but many people who manage networks, especially home and small business networks, have no idea if there are such weak points. NetBrute Scanner will tell you soon. It scans
your network on all devices, and then searches for shared folders and resources on these devices. You can specify a NetBrute scanner on one computer (if you know its network address) or instruct you to scan the entire IP address range. I found that when I instruct her to scan the range of IP addresses, sometimes i can not find all computers; but when I redirect it to a specific IP address, it always seems
to make a job.NetBrute Scanner as well as check your network computers to open TCP ports, allowing you to see what web servers, FTP servers and similar software are installed. It will show where your port vulnerabilities are as well. Finally, the program includes a tool that checks web servers for your to see if intruders can break into them using a dictionary attack, i.e. trying to make combinations of user
combinations passwords to access your webmaster account. Download NetBrute Scanner | Price: FreePaglo RogueScannerAnyone with the network should worry intruders who can sneak and steal private information, plant malicious software, or usually wreak havoc. The problem is especially serious, but for those who have wireless networks, because someone can just be across the street from your
home, or your business place in the parking lot, and hop into your network unnoticed. Free RogueScanner identifies unscrupulous individuals who may have been able to break into your network. First, it identifies each device on your network and collects as much information about them as possible, including their IP address and MAC address. Then he tries to profile the device- is the device printer,
workplace, or something else? The program sends all this information to its server, which analyzes devices and identifies those who may be intruders. In the report, each device is classified according to its potential to be dishonest and notes any one that may be dishonest. To best identify intruders, you should create a list of each computer and device on your network before running the scanner. Then you
can compare this list with what RogueScanner finds to see if it discovers everything you don't download. Download Paglo RogueScanner | Price: FreeA wireless network can seem the most frustrating and confusing technology on the planet. When it works well, you don't have anything to think about. But if the connection is problematic, you can end up spending many hours to remove it, without any hint of
what to do. That's where these downloads are -both are great tools that can help uncover the source of the problem. InSSIDer If your house consists of more than one story, or if the property is spreading, you probably have dead places where your wireless network does not have a strong enough signal. The same goes for small business offices have the same problems as homeowners do. This great piece
of free software can help you remove wireless networks. The program finds all wireless networks in the computer range and displays their signal strength as it changes over time. The app also displays channels where the wireless network is set up. Why is all this important and how can you use it? First try to put it on a laptop and walk around your house or office, and you will see the strength of the network
in different places. On this basis, you can move computers or move a wireless router until you fix the problem. You can also search for network conflicts because the app displays all wireless networks in a range, as well as the channels they broadcast. For example, you can learn that on the top floor of your house, a neighbor's wireless network broadcasts on the same channel as your - that its signal is
stronger, so your network has no problems. To fix things, you can change the that your router uses transmission. InSSIDer is one of the best troubleshooters for wireless networks that you can find. That it's free, it's even better. Last note: You must install this software on a wireless adapter computer; it will not work with computers that are connected to the network via Ethernet. Download InSSIDer | Price:
FreeWiFi SiStrHere is another nice troubleshooter that is small and easy to use. It acts as a small screen that you can put anywhere on your desktop, and it indicates the strength of your current wireless connection. Like InSSIDer, you can use WiFi on your SiStr laptop to check your home or office to find out dead places or bad connections. One nice touch is that the program can keep logs in your
connection, so you can try out places over time instead of just a minute or two. It also issues warnings if your wireless connection falls below a certain strength. Download WiFi SiStr | Price: Free note: When you buy something by clicking on links in our articles, we can earn a small commission. For more information, please read our partner reference policy. Information.
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